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A form erBaker C ity Courtprobation officerw as arrested Thursday after
allegedly accepting a $200 bribe from a form er city em ployee who had to
take a drug testbecause ofan accident.

Peron M cCastle, 50,14 056 Brantley D rive, Baker, w asbooked atEast
Baton R ouge Parish Prison on one countofpublic bribery, according to

booking records

The FBI Investigated the case nitially and then tumed itoverto the state
O ffice of Inspector G eneral forpossible prosecution on a state charge,
said G reg Phares, chief nvestigator for the Ispector G enerals O ffice.

An affidavit to supportan arrestw arrantobtained Tuesday says
M cCastle was responsible foradm inistering m andatory drug screens to
city em ployees nvolved in traffic accidents w hile driving city vehicles.

On Aug.26,2010, form erBakerpublic w orks em ployee Taurus
M atthew sbacked a city vehicle nto a pole and w as required to subm ita
urine sam ple to be tested fordrugs, the affidavit says.

A fleradm inistering the drug test,M cCastle reported to M atthew sand
M atthew sOsupervisor that the testw as negative forbanned substances.

However,whileM atthew swas leaving the office, M cCastle allegedly told
M atthew she actually had failed the testand thathe,M cCastle, had done
M atthew s a favorby reporting the negative result, the affidavit says.

Atthattim e, according to the affidavit,M cCastle told M atthew s thathe
needed $200 to handle the paperw ork for the urinalysis, butM atthew s

later told investigators he believed his test results actually had tumed out

negative.

The affidavit saysM atthew sm ade arrangem entson Sept.1,2010,in a
recorded telephone call, to give M cCastle the $200 paym ent.

D uring an audio and video-recorded conversation later the sam e day In
M cCastleG office, M atthew s asked forassurances thathe would Eoe
straightNafter paying M cCastle the $200,and M cCastle replied, BOh
yeah N

The FBIsupplied M atthew sw ith them oney thatwasgiven to M cCastle,
the affidavit continues.
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D uring their conversation ,M cCastle told M atthew she had to give partof
the $200 to co-w orkers atBaker C ity Courtwho Pgota part to do first N
the affidavit says.

W hen two FBIagents questioned M cCastle on M ay 12,2011, about the
ncident,M cCastle denied everbeing offered m oney from anyone who
tested positive on a drug screen and denied ever takingm oney from a
city em ployee.

A flerthe agents told M cCastle that they knew he had accepted $200 in
FBIm oney from a city em ployee,M cCastle asked foran attomey and the
m eeting ended, the affidavit says.

M cCastle wasdism issed from hisprobation officerG job on Sept.30,
2011, according to city records.

Baker City CourtJudge Kirk W illiam s, who appointed and subsequently
temm inated M cCastle, did not respond to am essage lefton his cellphone
Thursday.
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1) Comment by CountryBoysCanSurvive - 11/02/2012
Sometimes pee is priceless.
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